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Nanotechnology Collaborative 
Infrastructure Southwest

NNCI Annual Meeting
25 - 27 October 2023

Trevor Thornton – Director

Jameson Wetmore - Deputy Director

Mariana Bertoni - Renewable Energy

Inès Montaño - PI at NAU, Quantum Materials

Gabe Montaño – Nano-Biomaterials

Award # ECCS 2025490
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What successful 
examples of 
programs, 
activities, and 
relationships in 
the current 
NNCI could be 
adapted or 
expanded for 
multiple sites in a 
future network?

What role does the NNCI currently play in workforce development and 
how can a future infrastructure improve upon and scale these efforts?  
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New Technician Training Program for Veterans
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New Technician Training Program for Veterans

This project will provide educational opportunities for military personnel, 
veterans, and family members to gain the knowledge, skills and abilities 
(KSAs) needed to enter the nanomanufacturing workforce. Members of 
the collaborative include 2-yr and 4-yr institutions, microelectronics 
companies, and the Global SEMI Trade Association.

Led by Penn State with partners at Norfolk State University, UC San Diego, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, and Arizona State University. 

2-year schools include Tidewater Community College, Southwestern College, 
Rio Salado College, and Georgia Piedmont Technical College
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New Technician Training Program for Veterans

Zero participant costs

$500 stipend

Advertised on local radio

Oversubscribed!
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New Technician Training Program for Veterans

Veterans are:

o Motivated
o Tech savvy
o Hands-on
o ……….
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New Technician Training Program for Veterans

How to scale and make it 
sustainable:

o Industry sponsorship via student stipends
o Build lower-cost teaching cleanrooms
o Adapt curriculum to local needs
o Combine with REU/internship programs
o ……….
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Q&A
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